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Abstract

Sustainability accounting is seen to play a central role in supporting the implementation of the
sustainability strategy, embedding sustainability into day-to-day operations and decision making,
and developing relationships with stakeholders based on trust and legitimacy. However, although
sustainability accounting has been received growing attention from academics and practitioners
alike in recent years, relatively few organizations seem to have implemented comprehensive
systems up to date. So far, research has generated a sizeable body of insights into sustainability
reporting and disclosure practices. Yet, little is known about the relationship between external
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sustainability reporting and internal accounting procedures. Even less is known about the
integration of sustainability into management control and its uses for strategic management. Calls
have thus been made for researcher to develop sounder theories and more research into the
relationships and interactions between conventional and sustainability accounting and control,
internal and external reporting systems and strategic decision-making.

We understand sustainability accounting as an umbrella term for internal and external accounting
practices embracing environmental, social and economic aspects. Hence, this track welcomes both
theoretical and empirical papers on any research topic related to sustainability accounting,
management control, auditing and/or reporting & disclosure.

Topics of interest include, but not limited to, the following areas:

e The theoretical and methodological frameworks for understanding and designing

sustainability accounting;

The market mechanisms which promote and enhance sustainability accounting;

The limits of these market mechanisms and solutions to overcome respective barriers;

The influence of national regulation on sustainability accounting;

The measures and organisational instruments/tools which enable organisations to improve

their accounting for sustainability;

e The experiences with new sustainability management control and reporting forms (such as
integrated reporting);

e The relationships and interactions between strategic decision-making, sustainability
accounting, management control and/or external reporting;

e The organisational structures and competencies needed to enable people to overcome
department boundaries and advance sustainability accounting in their organisation;

e The consequences for professional training and education;

e The favourable conditions and difficulties encountered during the diffusion of sustainability
into the accounting and control systems;

e The role of sustainability performance measurement for management control,

e The organizational levels involved in sustainability performance measurement;

e The voluntary audit and assurance as a mean to improve the credibility of the disclosed
sustainability information.

Depending on their originality, quality, and other editorial considerations, among the papers
submitted to this track, a few eligible research papers will be invited for publication in a guest
edited volume of the book series “Studies in Managerial and Financial Analysis” (Emerald,
series editor: Prof. Marc J. Epstein).



